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Report on the Lutheran Church of Haiti

By Pastor Revenel Benoit
Greetings in the name of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
“The Harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.” All over Haiti protestant denominations are experiencing a great harvest of souls.  More and more the Haitian people are interested in hearing about the Good News of the Gospel. They come to church to look for answers to their many questions about life, the voodoo religion and various hardships they are facing.  
Most denominations have adjusted their ministry approach and are now training new believers to be witnesses to others who have never heard the Good News. Many Christian FM and TV stations are now aggressively spreading the word of God 24 hours a day and being bold in their worship.  Most Churches are seeing signs and wonders as described in the bible as they confront the voodoo religion and its effects on people’s lives.
At the same time as the Christian church is gaining influence in the Haitian society and many Haitians are looking to the Christian church to answer their many questions about the earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, etc., there remains a distressing lack of competent, qualified church leadership. The workers are few and those who are willing need training. Something must be done so that the Word can be spread.
The Lutheran Church of Haiti (LCH) has been extensively using its FM and TV ministries to provide sound teaching and leadership guidance from the Bible to promote evangelism and church planting. As many of you know, the Lord has blessed the LCH FM radio and TV stations with a very powerful transmitter that can reach most of the country. We are focusing on the Word of God, bold worship, spiritual deliverance, and reaching souls for the Lord’s kingdom.  The FM and the TV stations also allow us to encourage and nurture existing believers. 
I really praise the Lord for blessing me with a good theological education.  I received a Master of Divinity degree from Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana. This allows me to bless the Christian church in Haiti with sound teaching from the Bible, leadership guidance, spiritual direction and addressing voodoo religion issues. I have a daily program on both the FM and T.V. stations from 8:00 to 9:00 PM. This program reaches hundreds of thousands of listeners, pastors, teachers and church members all over Haiti. The letters and phone calls I get clearly indicate a great need for qualified church workers.
It is urgent that we have a theological training center to train church workers for the harvest. In addition there is a need to start a network that connects the various protestant churches so resources can be shared and so we have a united front in facing the challenges of voodoism. Jesus said, “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their message. I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one – as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.” – John 17:20-21 Unity and cooperation among members of the body of Christ is essential.
That’s the reason the Lutheran Church of Haiti will be taking a leadership role in forming this network so that more souls will be saved by grace through faith.
This network project will provide four different services to the Christians in Haiti from a Lutheran prospective.
1. Theological training to existing and new church workers
2. A Christian library

3. Music training for existing and aspiring church musicians
4. Recruiting church workers 
5. Internet access for church leaders for research

We praise the Lord for the many blessings he has poured on the LCH. With a membership of over 42,000, the LCH can do a lot to help, bless and assist the whole Christian community in Haiti.  I always remember that the Lord has saved us by grace through faith, but we also need to show grace and mercy to those who are less fortunate than us, especially to other Christians.
Since the earthquake and the cholera outbreak, the LCH has been working very closely with various partners such as LCMS World Relief and Human Care, Haiti Lutheran Mission Society, Haiti Lutheran Ministry and Mission Fund, and Mission:Haiti to bring relief supplies to the victims.  With the help of these partners we have provided various kinds of humanitarian assistance to over 45,000 people and our medical staff has treated over 6000 cases of cholera in both the City of Gonaives and the Port-de-Paix area.  Over 11,000 people have been educated in how to prevent cholera. Now the LCH medical staff is moving up north to the cities of Pilate and Dondon to keep working with people who are getting cholera.  We also have a team of about 14 who are giving their time to minister spiritually to those who get cholera.
Bibles, clothes, shoes and household items have been distributed to over 36,000 people, all of them earthquake victims who have been blessed by our getting these goods from the Haiti Lutheran Mission Society (HLMS) in Canada.  Also, of the 55 LCH churches that were destroyed in the earthquake, 35 of them have been rebuilt and now the people again have a sanctuary. The LCH has also been blessed by the HLMS through their generous funding for buying medicine to treat people with cholera, and they recently sent a team of 13 men to help build the new Faith Lutheran Church sanctuary, a 3000 seat facility.  These men also worked to remodel and improve the LCH guest house. They have been a real blessing! They witnessed Jesus’ love and mercy to the Haitian people. 
I am very glad to inform all of you that the LCH has had a very good relationship with LCMS World Relief and Human Care.  So far they have provided over 160 prefab houses to the LCH and have generously helped us acquire heavy equipment so that we can help those who need to have rubble removed from their property. They will soon establish three medical centers in Jacmel, Port-au-Prince and Poto ( Gonaives area) where thousands of people will be treated regularly.
So far we have at least four teams lined up to come to Haiti to serve the LCH.  In May 2011 there is one coming from Florida.  Another one is coming in June from St. Paul in Los Angeles; they will be building houses in Leogane for people who lost their homes in the big earthquake. A third team from Florida will come to build a Christian day school in the Gonaives area in a place called Ofilie. Also, a group from California will come near the end of July to help plant new churches.

Needs:  Please pray for my daughter Kimberly who is sick.  She is vomiting blood.

Pray also for the project of the Christian network that the LCH will form on behalf of the Lord’s kingdom in Haiti.

God bless you all.
Rev. Revenel Benoit

President, the Lutheran Church of Haiti.

