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Dear Friends and Supporters:

I was recently in Haiti for one week, July 20-27. Accompanying me were Helen Roenfeldt, the Director of Mission:Haiti, a Florida Lutheran mission society, Jonathan Morris from my hometown of Santa Rosa, California, and Saazi Mwesige Godfrey a visiting brother from Uganda, Africa.

The purpose of our trip was to meet with Haitian pastors and encourage them to plant churches in villages where there are presently no churches, and to conduct evening evangelical crusades in certain villages they targeted.
Our first crusade was in a neighborhood of Gonaives known as Marotte. It is heavily under the influence of voodoo. Around dusk, musicians from Pastor Revenel Benoit’s church set up their instruments and sound system in an open area alongside a street that runs through the neighborhood. They began playing Christian music to attract the locals. Soon a crowd was gathering. Asline Volcy, a very talented singer and worship leader from Pastor Benoit’s church sang song after song. She has a unique gift for working a crowd! Soon a hundred or more people were dancing and praising God with uplifted hands. The Gospel message was preached, followed by an altar call. About 30 came forward to receive Jesus as Lord and Savior.

We invited them all to come back the next day to sign up for a Bible study and told them we would give them a free Bible if they did so. As we closed, one of the ladies who received Jesus Christ, a voodoo priestess, asked us to go with her to her house and get rid of her voodoo paraphernalia. It felt like something out of a movie, a mob of us, including her neighbors, marching down the street in the dark with flashlights. Dragging this woman’s voodoo junk and a couple of small pieces of furniture from the little room where she had an altar set up, piling up the stuff at the side of the road in front of her house and setting fire to it!
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Then a second woman, also a voodoo priestess, asked us to do the same for her. Believe me, we were more than happy to oblige, and left a second fire burning at the street in front of her home.

A couple of days later we stopped back, unannounced, to visit these two women and to pray with them. Both were happy to see us and told us that old “friends” had stopped by to mock them and tell them how foolish they were. The son of one of these ladies stopped us and told us he wanted to receive Jesus also, so we prayed with him on the spot. Then the woman’s adult daughter, her baby in her lap, also told us she wanted to be saved. We led her in a sinner’s prayer and she too received salvation. Then her husband said he wanted to be saved too, so we did the same with him. What a wonderful time we had being the hands and feet and voice of our Lord!!!
The following Sunday, we had a church service in Marotte, in a building offered to Pastor Benoit for regular worship services. The new pastor for the area was present, as were 45 neighbors who came to hear God’s word and to worship. Score another victory for the Lord!

Two other evening crusades were conducted in remote villages where we had helped plant churches on a previous visit. There were good turn-outs at both, and about 20 individuals at each location were added to the existing churches. Praise God!

So, if you were keeping track, that’s about 88 souls we know we touched for the Lord, plus many more seeds were planted that hopefully someone else will water and eventually harvest in the future.

Thank you for your prayers and your financial gifts that enable us to continue the work of the church in Haiti. God bless you.

Sincerely,

Paul Klenner

President

