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Report on the Lutheran Church of Haiti

By Pastor Revenel Benoit
Greetings in the name of our risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

We praise and glorify the name of the Lord for the fact that things have gotten better and better for the Lutheran Church of Haiti.  For the past seven years our church body has been working to achieve five goals: 1) being a church body where the Word of God is preached in its purity and the sacraments correctly administered; 2) spread the Good News of the Gospel to unbelievers and plant new churches; 3) equip church workers so they can serve the people of God better; 4) get rid of the North America funding dependency mentality so that the LCH might become self sufficient; and 5) create self-sustaining social ministry projects that generate jobs and incomes for the people.
The Lord has used the U.S. as an instrument to spread the Gospel around the world.  The Gospel reached Haiti through the efforts of the Methodist Church in 1860.  Over many decades the U.S. has established hundreds of thousands of missions around the world.  Hundreds of thousands of international Christian students, including myself, have benefited from the U.S. Christian education system.  Americans are a very generous and positive people.  As a result the Lord has continued to tremendously bless the United States.
Since the LCH’s inception, I have had the vision of Americans and Canadians helping us to become self-sufficient through not only their generosity, but their training of our people to be self-sustaining.  Here are a few examples:
In 1994, after four years of training at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana, I returned to Haiti.  Our first medical mission team from the U.S. came to Gonaives for one week in 1996.  At about this same time, we received a few boxes of medicine from Haiti Lutheran Mission Society in Canada.  I asked the medical team to train some of our people and we hired a Haitian Doctor.  That was the beginning of the first medical clinic that is still functioning in the city of Gonaives.  
The same was true for the FM and TV Ministries.  One man, John Gebuhr, a TV engineer from Omaha, heard about a Lutheran mission in Gonaives.  He came down to help.  As a result, today we have TV and FM radio stations that cover 75% of Haiti.  John still comes down regularly to train Haitian technicians, but neither station depends on him to be functional.
Similarly, Star Construction Corporation, owned by the LCH, owns and operates a sand and gravel quarry in Gonaives, together with the heavy equipment needed for its operation.  Star Construction started very small, but Americans and Canadians donated some large, expensive pieces of equipment (an excavator and a bulldozer).  The company is now making enough profit to help provide monthly support to about 250 lay pastors and teachers in the LCH, as well as fund various other local projects.  
The list goes on and on with other social ministries such as High Tech Computer and Business School, our boy’s orphanage, home for the elderly, bakery and guest house (hotel).  All of these are social ministries or businesses that Americans and Canadians helped us get started.  They have become sources of income for the church that no longer depend on continued donations from North America to be functional.  

We praise the Lord that the LCH is currently about 80% self-supporting.  Our various ministries are going very well.  We continue to appreciate and work with our North American mission partners.  We especially appreciate the expertise missionary teams bring and share with our Haitian people, helping us to be better equipped.
We are glad to inform you that we have been working closely with LCMS World Relief and Human Care.  Our most recent project with them and the ELCH has been to transport and set-up about 100 prefab houses in Leogane and Jacmel.  This project has provided housing to earthquake victims while generating jobs. This has been in addition to the rubble removal project in Leogane.  
So far Star Construction has removed the rubble from about 3,500 sites in the Leogane area. There are approximately another 2,500 site that need clearing in a suburb of Leogane.  Right now we are waiting for more funds to be released by Lutheran World Relief so we can continue this work.

Last week LCMS World Relief and Human Care sent a team of ten people to help established a new medical clinic facility in an area near Gonaives called Poto where there are lots of refugees from the Port-au-Prince earthquake.  In one week the medical team saw 500 to 600 people in that poor area.
We are very happy to inform you also that LCMS World Relief and Human Care has been good to the LCH in terms of help and assistance.  They treat us as Lutheran brothers and sisters in Christ in need of help and they have dealt with us fairly.  I express my thanks to Rev. Glenn Merritt, Director of Disaster Responses, for including the LCH in Lutheran World Relief’s disaster response assistance planning, and for keeping us informed.

A special thanks also to Haiti Lutheran Mission Society in Canada for their generous support to the LCH in sending three containers to Haiti after the big earthquake last January.  They have provided tents to 1200 families in the Port-au-Prince and Leogane areas.  So far they have helped rebuild 16 of the 55 churches that were destroyed by the earthquake.  Now they are planning to send another container with clothes, shoes and other goods to bless the Haitian people at Christmas time.
Special thanks also to Missions: Haiti.  They are now sending monthly teams to Haiti to help support various projects in the field.  Again this is not about money.  It is equipping the saints for ministry.  Last week we had a pastoral conference for three days led by Rev. Tony Mussolini of Naples, Fl.  Pastor Tony is planning to come down regularly to help provide training to the LCH lay pastors.  There are about 150 lay pastors in needs of pastoral training.
Finally, I would like to ask you to pray for the up-coming elections in Haiti, scheduled for November 28th.   A president and 115 members of congress will be elected.  It’s important that we elect good leaders who have a vision for the country, and especially Christian leaders.  Please pray that the elections are accomplished peacefully and that by January 2011 we have a new president and a new parliament.
Thank you very much for your prayers and support to the LCH.  God bless you all.
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