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Report on the Lutheran Church of Haiti

By Pastor Revenel Benoit
Greetings in the name of our risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

The nation of Haiti, with the assistance of the leaders of its Christian churches, must make a new beginning.  We must make changes that will really benefit the hurting poor who have been getting poorer and poorer.  About a million of them lost their homes along with all their belongings in the devastating January earthquake.  About 85% of the population has no jobs, and no hope for a better life.  That’s why they are risking their lives in small boats to get to the United States.  Living conditions are miserable.  Covered with choking dust in the dry season; contending with floods, mud, and mud slides in the rainy season.  Roads so poor that a car owner must buy new tires and shock absorbers every six months.  Will the billions of dollars that the international community has pledged, or has already delivered to Haiti, actually change the people’s living conditions and provide employment so that people can help themselves?  This requires vision and leadership.
Haiti’s welfare mentality of the past 200 years must change.  It is time for Haitian leaders to adopt and inspire an attitude of self-reliance, so that Haiti will not forever be relying on financial help from wealthier countries.
The situation is similar for the Church.  Most denominations have been dependent on financial assistance from North America. The Church must make self-sufficiency a top priority goal.  I hate to see the Church being a beggar.  Haitian Christians don’t like to beg for assistance.  They are willing to work hard and are eager to support their families, their churches and schools.  As we go forward, it is very important that we offer them life changing opportunities through self-help projects so they will have the income to support their families and their churches.

Since the January 12 tragedy, our singular vision has been to strengthen our Church body spiritually, mentally and physically.  In addition to providing relief supplies and tents for the homeless, we have been endeavoring to train and equip many to be lay pastors, evangelists, or to work in our T.V. and FM radio ministries spreading the Good News of the Gospel.  Our credit union has been providing small business loans where appropriate.  All of these efforts are to help people make it on their own.  Many of the students in our LCH business school, High Tech Computer, are refugees from the earthquake damaged areas around Port-au-Prince.  We are providing jobs at our church-owned rock quarry, and will soon be hiring to supply the needed manpower for a demolition and rubble removal project that begins in the City of Leogane on June 1st.

Since the big quake, the LCH has sent 14 mission teams to minister to and deliver assistance to quake victims in the areas of Port-au-Prince, La Saline, Leogane, Petit-Goave, Cabaret, Gonaives, Passereine, and Poto.  We have been assisted in these missions by North America Lutheran organizations such as Haiti Lutheran Mission Society in Canada, Mission:Haiti in Florida, and the Haiti Lutheran Mission Coordinating Committee (HLMCC).  So far we have served about 35,000 people with medical care, relief supply kits and distributed about 160 tents.  The total cost for these relief supplies was $72,000 U.S.  If we had received more financial aid we would have done more.   
On June 1st, the LCH, in a joint project with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti (ELCH), will begin phase one of a rubble removal project. This entails the removal of the rubble from about 7,000 destroyed homes in three cities: Leogane; Jacmel and Port-au-Prince.  This project is being funded by LCMS World Relief and Human Care.  The LCH and the ELCH will work hand in hand to accomplish this project, with the LCH’s Star Construction Company doing the actual rubble removal with the heavy equipment that we have available.  On May 31st we’ll have an official project kick-off ceremony. We’ll invite church members and government officials to attend.  This project will provide new employment opportunities for about 35 local people in addition to the dump truck drivers, equipment operators and administrative personnel we already have on staff.
In addition to this project, Star construction Company is planning to rebuild about 55 LCH churches that were destroyed in the quake, as well as the homes of some of our church member that were also destroyed.  You can sponsor the rebuilding of a church or home. The cost is about $4,000 U.S. per building. If you will make a gift of  $2,000, the LCH Star Construction Company will match your gift with another $2000.
I am also pleased to inform you of another joint project of the LCH and the ELCH.  With funding provided by LCMS World Relief and Medical Services, we will establish four permanent medical clinics in four cities, Gonaives, Jacmel, Cap Haitian and Le Cayes.  This project will benefit lots of Port-au-Prince refugees.  We plan to hire local Haitian doctors, nurses, a pharmacist and administrators.  We expect to serve about 500 people a day, five days a week.  A team from LCMS World Relief and Medical Services will be in Gonaives June 21 through 25 to establish primary bases so that that project can get started  sometimes in July 2010.  We are grateful to them, and especially to Mrs. Maggie Karner, for their efforts and willingness to establish these clinics that will benefit so many Haitians.
The LCH now has a Christian recording studio in the city of Gonaives!  A team of six people from an Ohio church, led by Rev. Dale Miller, Helen’s son-in-law, came to set it up.  They spent about 6 days in Gonaives.  Amazingly, before they returned to the U.S., the studio was up and running and they had trained workers to take over.  What a blessing this studio will be for Christian Haitian artists, bands and choirs!  This is particularly timely as most of the recording studio facilities in Port-au-Prince were destroyed.  It will also generate income for the church.  Our thanks to Pastor Dale and the team from his Church for using their time and talents on behalf of the Lutheran Church of Haiti and the Haiti Christian community.

Mission:Haiti and Cross International are partnering in a joint project to build an orphanage and medical clinic in the city of Leogane.  It should get started this summer.  Mrs. Roenfeldt of Mission:Haiti will soon be making an assessment trip.  

Also we have an evangelism and church planting team, led by Brother Paul Klenner, that will be in Haiti July 20th through the 30th.  The plan will be to hold evening evangelism crusades and plant one new church per evening.  During the day time we’ll provide training for lay pastors.  Please pray for this team as the nation of Haiti needs spiritual care now more than ever before.   
Recently I spent about five day in Canada visiting various Lutheran congregations in Canada that have been supporting Lutheran mission work in Haiti for over 25 years.  I had a good time and the people have been very generous in helping the Haiti earthquake victims.  I gave them an update on what’s being done with the funding they so generously sent.
Thanks to all of you.  May the Lord richly bless you!  I would like you to come to Haiti and use your talents to advance some self-help projects.
God bless you all.
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